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Turkey Times 

INDIAN HANNAH MONUMENT RELOCATED 
 

      On May 15, 2014 the Lenape Indian Tribe of Delaware 

was invited to Longwood Gardens to celebrate the re-

dedication of the Hannah Freeman monument. Known as 

Indian Hannah, Hannah was born in 1730 and passed on 

in1802. Hannah lived in Chester County, Pa for most of her 

life with some time spent in New Jersey. Hannah’s Native 

Family lived along the West Branch of the upper 

Brandywine River where the Penn colonial government 

established a reservation one mile wide on each side of the 

West Branch. Hannah was best known for selling brooms, 

woven baskets and herb cures.  

     Because of a road re-alignment it was necessary to move 

the original Indian Hannah monument form its’ original 

location to Quaker Meeting House adjacent to the 

Longwood Gardens property. Chief Dennis ‘White Otter’ 

Coker was asked to give the invocation. 

     Dr. Robert Lukens of the Chester County Historical 

Society dispelled the myth that Indian Hannah was the last 

of the Lenape to live in Chester County. 
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Lenape Tribal Council at Indian Hannah Monument 

     The Summer Solstice has just passed and much of the planting should be well under way.  It seems the squash and the 

zucchini are plentiful despite getting a late start. One thing is for certain, these cool June nights have been a blessing. 

     Much is happening in Indian Country and because of the Tribe’s involvement in the Confederation of Sovereign 

Nanticoke and Lenape Tribes of the Delaware Bay (Confederation) and the Alliance of Colonial Era Tribes (ACET) our 

Tribal government has been at the forefront of these happenings. There is a link on our website to access the Confederation 

and ACET issues currently being discussed. 

     Locally there is much to celebrate starting with a joint resolution passed by the Delaware legislature designating 

November as Native American Heritage Month;  a big ‘Thank You’ to our friends in the House and Senate. We are planning 

some events for September with Nena Todd and the Delaware Heritage Commission; more information on these events to 

follow as they develop. 

     Recently we have focused attention on the Fork Branch Cemetery. We received two grants which enabled the Tribe to 

remove three dangerous trees and begin to remove invasive species of plants which have taken over the cemetery boundary. 

Stanley Johnson is organizing this work and could really use your help. Stop by Fork Branch and see what a difference a 

little housekeeping makes. 

     I would like to Thank our Tribal Council for the dedication and guidance they provide to our Community. When you see 

them in your travels take the time to give them your Thanks as well. 

     I am very proud of the recently formed ‘Elders Council’ for meeting regularly to chat, sew and do crafts. The Elder 

Luncheons are being held once again thanks to Assistant Chief Lisa Hurd; well done. 

     As you can see, we have much to be thankful for. I am honored to represent the First People of the First State 

and ask that you join me in this celebration.   

MESSAGE FROM CHIEF COKER 
 

All My Relations, 

Wani’shi ta      
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LENAPE NAMING CEREMONY SPRING 2014 
 

The Naming Ceremony is a tradition of the Lenape.  It 

is considered a very sacred event.  It is a very spiritual 

ceremony of the Circle performed by our Chief and 

Spiritual Leader. The names are chosen and given by a 

family member or a close friend to the person being 

named.  To accurately and personally name someone, the 

person that does the naming must be someone who knows 

the receiver’s traits.  The names are almost always nature-

based.  The names are kept secret until the day of the 

ceremony.  

Blessings to the following on receiving their Native 

American names:  
Kevin “Perched Eagle” Coker 

Gary “Stepping Wolf” Coker 

JoAnne “Golden Dancing Finch” Coker-Moore 

Lillian Mae “Breeze Blowing Softly” Collins 

Leslie “Spring Rainbow” Coombs 

Jaylin “Pearlie Pony Eyes” Coombs 

Wanda “Wise Flower” Parton 

Shirley “Warm Heart” Pritchett 

Howard “Great Wolf Warrior” Robbins 

Patricia “Nurturing Willow” Robbins 

Joyce “Beautiful Humming Bird” Robbins-Brown 

Xander “Bright Eagle” Escabi 

Ashley “Beauty Catcher” Escabi 

 

 

Be a “Friend” 

OF THE LENAPE INDIAN TRIBE OF 

DELAWARE 
By Theo Braunskill 

 

       We are in the process of forming a “Friends of the 

Lenape” which will be an organization through 

membership.  This organization is for members who would 

like to support us in our efforts yet do not meet the eligible 

enrollment qualifications. These are people who are 

interested in increasing awareness of the Lenape people in 

our community.  “Friends” will support and assist in tribal 

projects and activities, fundraisers and be an advocate for 

tribal initiatives.  Members of “Friends” will receive 

newsletters, fundraising correspondences and other special 

information.  

      If this sounds like something you, as an individual, or 

you as a representative of your employer/company or your 

recommended friend or relative,  would like to serve on 

this committee, we sincerely hope you will  call the office 

at 730-4601 or email us at  lenapedelaware@comcast.net   

or visit our website www.lenapeindiantribeofdelaware.com    

 

 

  

“ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

LENAPE BOOK SHELF 
 “Strong Medicine” Speaks: A Native American Elder Has 

Her Say      by Amy Hill Hearth 

 

“Eastern Shore (American) Virginia and Maryland”       by 

Helen C Rountree 

 

“We Are Still Here”       by Dr John Norwood 

 

“A Lenape Among The Quakers: The Life of Hannah 

Freeman”        by Dawn G Marsh 

 

 

 

2014 

Spring 

Gathering 

Chow Line 

mailto:lenapedelaware@comcast.net
http://www.lenapeindiantribeofdelaware.com/
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WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 
Carla Coker, Chairperson 

 

Let me start out by explaining exactly what the 

Ways and Means Committee is responsible for in this 

organization as well as any organization. It is one of the 

most important committees because we find ways of 

raising monies to keep the organization afloat. With that 

being said, I would like to thank any citizen or person 

that has supported us by buying raffle tickets, t-shirts, 

bags, dolls, jewelry or anything that has been 

handcrafted by a citizen of our tribal organization. As in 

the past, these fundraisers have helped defray many costs 

of running our organization, such as Tribal Center rent, 

utilities, insurances, trip expenses, meetings at the 

center, youth group activities, as well as our Senior 

luncheons. We have been fortunate to receive some grant 

and aids, but it is always not enough to keep us 

operational. We, the citizens of the Lenape Indian Tribe 

of Delaware, are here to proudly provide educational 

opportunities to the youth and members of our 

community, but we cannot do it alone.  

We recently had a successful Tastefully Simple open 

house at our Center and thank you to those who attended 

and placed orders.  

On Saturday, April 26, 2014 we had our first 

“Spring” Gathering held at the residence of Tony and Jan 

Durham. A heartfelt Thank You goes out to Tony and 

Jan for their continuing generosity in allowing us to hold 

our gatherings on their property. Many citizens received 

their Native names and there were quite a few new faces 

this year. Always a good sign to have future citizens 

attend a cultural event. Phillip Morris was head chef this 

year, providing us with the use of his grill and salad bar. 

Thanks to Phillip and all of those attending who 

provided us with covered dishes and donated chicken. 

The tribe provided the hot dogs, hamburgers, sodas and 

chips. During the gathering we always hold raffles to 

help defray the costs of the event. This year we raffled 

cornhusk dolls and flower arrangements handcrafted by 

members of the Lenape Indian Tribe of Delaware. We 

also sold raffle tickets for a grill, just in time for 

Memorial Day and Father’s Day. The raffle was set to 

be drawn at our Citizenship meeting on Thursday, May 

15th and the winner of the grill was Edward Sawicki, the 

son of MaryAnn Sammons. Congrats to Edward and 

thank you to all who bought tickets to support our Tribe 

and who made donations for this event.  

     We are planning on a yard sale hopefully in the 

early Fall and will have tables for rent. So start cleaning 

out those garages and closets. 

 We also are proud to be able to provide our elderly and 

shut-ins with our annual fruit baskets at Christmas time.  

These raffles and events are just a small way of 

contributing to our efforts. We are really interested in the 

bigger picture and will continue to strive in finding ways to 

raise money whether it is through donations, with grant 

writing, or by continuing with our fund raising projects. 

Any ideas that can be shared will be greatly appreciated. 

Just call the center, leave a message and someone from this 

committee will gladly return your call.  

Any money that we raise helps support the teaching and 

education of our people so that they can be proud of their 

heritage. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEED PICTURE 

 
Spring 2014 Adopt-A-Highway Clean-up Crew 

 

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY 
 

A big THANK YOU goes out to Chief Dennis Coker, 

Co-Chief Lisa Coker-Hurd, Tribal Treasurer Marian 

Coker, Tribal Secretary Minnie Bowen, Fred Bowen, 

Anna Coker and Councilperson Carla Coker for doing an 

excellent job on Saturday, May 17, 2014. As you can see 

by the pictures there was a lot to pick-up. If you are 

sixteen years of age and older and are interested in 

helping out with our Adopt-A-Highway cleanup day, give 

us a call at the Tribal Center (302) 730-4601 and we can 

give you the information regarding this event. Mother 

Earth really appreciates all of our efforts in keeping our 

highways and lands litter free. 

 

‘WE ARE ALL RELATED’ 
Lakota proverb 
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LENAPE INDIAN TRIBE OF DELAWARE 

ELDERS COUNCIL 
 

     The Lenape Indian Tribe of Delaware respects the 

importance of family and the honoring of our elders. 

Essentially, elders are libraries of Indian knowledge, 

history and tradition. Elders are held in high regard for 

their wisdom—they are valued for being the bridge 

between the past and the present. A person earns the title 

of elder because that person has lived long enough to 

have wisdom about a matter; thus, someone who needs 

direction will come to an elder for advice. This does not 

necessarily mean the elder is of a certain age; rather, what 

the elder knows at a particular time or for a particular 

situation is what is important. 
 

     We are hoping by bringing our elders together it will 

bring our families back together. Our very existence 

today stems from our elders and is carried on by our 

youth. For it is by the way they live that our elders teach 

younger tribal members about the tribe’s culture and 

traditional ways of life, and it is through the oral 

traditions shared by elders that our social values and 

beliefs are preserved. Today, elders still meet to make 

decisions through discussion and consensus. 
 

     It only seems right to turn to our elders for advice and 

wisdom. We feel our Elder’s can provide a guiding light 

for the betterment of the community through their 

generosity and willingness to give back their wisdom and 

knowledge.  We are seeking Elder’s who are willing to 

volunteer to take part in our Elder’s Council. 
 

1) Hold at least one meeting a month 

2) Report to council  

3) Develop your goals  

4) Plan a strategy 

5) Gather volunteers  

6) Be prepared to tell a story 

7) Prepare a list of elders who need help 

8) Advise what is important to our elders 

9) Visit others shut in or in nursing homes 

10) Plan an event or a trip 

11) Send out cards  

12) Hold instruction classes 

13) Prepare an article for our newsletter 
 

      The Lenape Indian Tribe of Delaware wants to 

provide our elders with a platform in which to speak so 

they can continue to do what they do best; guide us down 

this path. Your opinion does matter and your wisdom is 

greatly appreciated. Giving back is our tradition with 

honor. Please join our elder’s council so your voice 

can be heard for many generations to come.  

 
 

     The Lenape Indian Tribe of Delaware wants to provide 

our elders with a platform in which to speak so they can 

continue to do what they do best; guide us down this path. 

Your opinion does matter and your wisdom is greatly 

appreciated. Giving back is our tradition with honor. Please 

consider joining our Elder’s Council so your voice can be 

heard for many generations to come. We want to thank our 

new Elder Council members for wanting to make a 

difference: Joyce Robbins Brown, Anna Loatman Coker, 

James Coker, Lillian Collins, Julia Cuyjet Davis, Richard 

Gilbert, Stanley  Johnson, Wanda Durham Parton, Shirley 

Ridgeway Pritchett, Howard Robbins and Winona Johnson 

Wortham. Their first meeting was held on May 7, 2014, 

they are excited and full of ideas. They would love to have 

you join them; anyone interested in joining may contact the 

Tribal Center for additional information and upcoming 

meetings.  
 

CONTACTING ALL CITIZENS 
By Theo Braunskill 

 

The Lenape Indian Tribe of Delaware is now in the 

process of updating our records for digitizing. In order to 

complete this process we need you to update your contact 

information.  We need current addresses and phone 

numbers and your email addresses if you have one. 

For those who are not an enrolled citizen but are 

thinking about applying for citizenship, please call 302-

730-4601. We are available for assistance. 

 

I HAVE BEEN THINKING 
Terry “Dream Wonderer” Sammons, Spiritual Leader 

 

I have been thinking on how we have drifted away 

from the Circle.  It’s like we have forgotten the Creator. We 

have been pulled away by outside forces. We are not 

honoring the circle, not giving prayer to the circle, sage and 

tobacco. 

The circle is our way of life; our being. We have 

forgotten that the Circle provides us with our blessings. It 

allows us to hear the whispers of our Elders. The Circle is 

where we celebrate life and honor death. 

I hope we can find a way to bring our ways and our 

heritage back.  I have been thinking.  Teach your children 

and grandchildren the importance of the circle.  We owe 

this to them.  

 

 

‘The Greatest Strength Is Gentleness’ 
Leon Shenandoah, Iroquois 
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FORK BRANCH CLEAN UP 

     The Fork Branch Restoration Fund was created to 

maintain and enhance the cemetery properties located on 

Denny’s Road at the site of the Fork Branch Church and 

School. As an ‘Indigenous Landscape Creation’ project 

it was decided to remove the invasive plant species that 

have encroached on the properties. With the help of 

Kesha Braunskill , who helped with plant identification, 

and a host of volunteers we began our ‘Invasive Species 

Management’. This initiative was also made possible by 

the First State Resource Conservation and 

Development Council, Inc. (RC&D) through a mini-

grant award helping to defray any equipment or sub-

contractor cost. Thank you RC&D for your generosity. 

Fork Branch Families; additional clean up days will be 

scheduled and your help will be appreciated.   

     Also, an Urban and Community Forestry 

Municipal Grant was received to remove the three 

dangerously decayed trees on the east side of the 

property. Thank you Delaware Department of 

Agriculture Forest Service for assisting with this tree 

management project. Thank you Kesha Braunskill for 

facilitating these opportunities. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Youth meeting will be held on Saturday, July 19, 

2014 (information please contact the center 302-730-

4601) 

Cheswold Pride Day, Saturday, August 16, 2014 

(information to be published at a later date). 

Nanticoke Pow Wow in Millsboro, Saturday, 

September 6, 2014 and Sunday, September 7, 2014 

Unity Run sponsored by the Nanticoke Tribal 

Organization in Millsboro, Friday, October 3, 2014 and 

Saturday, October 4, 2014.  More information will be 

made available at a later date. 

Lenape Indian Tribe Gathering will be held on 

Saturday, October 11, 2014.  More information will be 

available at a later date. 

We will also be scheduling our senior luncheons 

(look for your invites), scheduling lectures, having 

classes at the center for making regalia and accessories, 

planning a yard sale in the Fall and many more 

upcoming fundraisers. 
 

DON’T MISS UPCOMING LECTURES 

At Dover Public Library 
 

Our own Chief Dennis Coker will be speaking at the 

Dover Public Library on Tuesday, July 8th at 6 pm.  

The topic “The Lenape Indians of Delaware” 

And 

Dr Cara Blume will speak on Tuesday August 12th at 

6pm.  Her topic “They Are Still Here” 
 

A great opportunity to bring the children and 

grandchildren to hear our story of who we are. 

 

Fork Branch Before Removal of Safety Concern 

 

 
Fork Branch After Removal of Safety Concern 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

 

Joan Seeney, Anita Carney, Jeff Carney, Vincent Gaines, Esther Gilbert, Ralph Harmon, Larry Coker, 

Mildred Jackson, Evelyn Townsend, Debbie Stafford, Justin Stafford, Loretta Gourley, Melanie Pritchett, 

Donny Coker, Gertrude Harmon, Jake Sammons, Jackie Sammons, Lee Coker, Terry Coker, Sarah Sammons, 

Anna Coker, Paul Greenage, Norma Greenage, Jerry Ridgeway, Lonnie Coker, Larry Hughes, John Gaines, 

Charlotte Gaines, Bryon Wright JR, Leona Jackson, Louise Pritchett, Penny Jackson, Marie Ferguson, 

Kathryn Clark, Verna Durham, Jordon Seeney, Wendy Seeney, Tony Durham, Junior Coker, Harlan Durham, 

Shirley Pritchett, Helen Greenage, Pastor Bunky Lecates, Betty Pierce, Heather Ridgway, Gail Ridgway, 

Bob Davis, Chevon Waters, Donald Franklin, Michael Franklin, Joan Brittingham, Joan Durham, 

Sherren Mosley, Joey Seeney, Joyce Luzader, Jimmy Johnson SR, Linda Reed, Gene Coker, 

Judith Wortham, Carl Lee Coker, Julia Davis. 

 

 

CITIZENSHIP MEETINGS 
 

Everyone is encouraged to attend our monthly Citizenship meetings!! If you want to voice your opinion on various 

issues regarding our Community, this is the place to do it. Meetings are held the 3rd Thursday of each month starting at 

7:00 PM at the Tribal Center located at 4164 N. DuPont Hwy, Suite 6, Dover, DE 19901-1573. 

 


