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Turkey Times 
He’ To All My Relations, 

Anushiik Kiisheelumukweengw eelu miiluyeengw. 
Anushiik, Anushiik, Anushiik. (Thank You Creator for 
giving us. Thank You, Thank You, Thank You)  Lenape 
Language, Muncie Dialect 

 We have taught our Youth to say this short prayer 
when they  pray in Lenape. It is appropriate for this time of 
year. Emerging from the Winter cleansing, we are grateful 
that all of our needs have been met. 

We also have much to be proud of. I would like to 
congratulate Rev. John Norwood on being appointed Co-
Chairman of NCAI’s Federal Recognition Committee 
during the NCAI Winter Legislative Session held February 
27th thru March 2nd  in Washington, DC. Keep up the good 
work John and thank you for your efforts on behalf of the 
Confederacy and the Lenape Indian Tribe of Delaware. 

On Jan 6th the Lenape Indian Tribe of Delaware 
was invited to participate in a discussion forum sponsored 
by Dover’s Inter-Faith Council. Joining us was Chief Mark 
Gould (NLITNJ), Assistant Chief William Daisey (NIA) 
and Rev. John Norwood (NLITNJ). Also joining the 
discussion panel were representatives from the State Dept. 
of Education (DOE)  and Delaware State University (DSU). 
Discussion was moderated by Ellen Wasfi of the Dover 
Human Relations Commission. I would like to thank the 
Inter-Faith Council for facilitating this event. Collaboration 
with DSU recognizing the Lenape community resulted from 
this event. 

 It was an honor and a privilege to be the keynote 
speaker at Delaware’s 2nd Annual Environmental Education 
Conference held on February 26th at St. Thomas Moore 
Academy. Emphasizing the teachings of the ‘Sacred Tree’, 
which illustrates that ‘man is not the center of the universe 
just one element of it’, I put in plain words the Native 
relationship to Nature.  

As Spring has just begun we celebrate with themes 
of ‘new life’ or ‘new beginnings’. As we direct our prayers 
towards the Eastern Door we are thankful for the return of 
the shad, the perch and the striped bass all of which will 
help to replenish the depleted stores of food that has 
enabled Us to survive the ‘Season of Cleansing’. As we 
prepare our soils for planting we must be mindful of the 
many gifts the Creator has made available to us. Corn, 
 
 

beans and squash, the Three Sisters, along with 
potatoes, pumpkin, melon, cabbage and turnips 
being primarily planted. May, the planting moon, 
will soon be here. 
 I have been asked to participate on several 
committees, task forces and initiatives and I’m 
proud to say the Lenape voice is being heard. Our 
opinion is being sought on issues ranging from 
environmental impacts, youth education, cultural 
resources protection and energy development. 
Native philosophies, practices and perspectives are 
admired and valued. I invite those who would like 
to join in these discussions to contact me. 
 Many of our committees are under-staffed. 
If there is an interest in participating on a particular 
committee there is plenty of room; the more 
opinions the better. I would like to invite all of the 
Families to take their seat at the Circle of Life. This 
discussion needs You.  
Wani’shi, 
Chief Dennis J. Coker 
 

 

P.O. Box 79 Cheswold, Delaware 19936         302.730.4601         LenapeIndianTribeOfDelaware.com 

 
Chief Coker giving keynote address at the 2nd  Annual 
Environmental Justice Conference on Feb. 26th held at 
St. Thomas Moore Academy.  Photo by Cara Blume 



 
2 

 

NEWSLETTER OF THE LENAPE INDIAN TRIBE OF DELAWARE             VOL #51             MARCH 2011 

Ways and Means Committee 
Carla Coker, Chairperson 

 There are a lot of exciting things planned for this 
upcoming year.  For those of you who do not know what 
the Ways and Means Committee does for this 
organization, we are the backbone of fundraising efforts.  
We are constantly conjuring up ideas to help defray costs 
of running our office, allowing us to have Elder 
Luncheons, handing out fruit baskets during the 
Christmas holiday and the many other things we would 
like to do for our citizens. 
 Some of the things we have planned for this year will 
be our 2nd Annual Tribal Yard Sale on May 21, 2011 
across from the Cheswold Volunteer Fire Department; 
our Annual Basket Bingo on Sunday, June 5, 2011 at the 
Cheswold Volunteer Fire Department; stuffed 
Longaberger Basket raffle (tickets for the basket raffle 
will be sold in time to be given away at our Gathering in 
the Fall); and in November will we have a table at the 
Cheswold Fire Department’s Craft Show. 
 

Tribal Yard Sale 
 The Lenape Indian Tribe of Delaware will hold a 
Tribal Yard Sale on Saturday, May 21, 2011 starting at 
8:00 a.m. till 3:00 p.m., in the parking lot across from the 
Cheswold Volunteer Fire Department in Cheswold, 
Delaware. 
 We are asking for donations from our citizens toward 
our Tribal Yard Sale to help us with the cost of mailing 
out our quarterly newsletter. 
 Please drop off your donations (sorry, no clothing) 
the morning of our yard sale.  We are unable to take any 
items before this date because of no storage area. 
 We will also be renting tables for $20 a piece if you 
are interested in having your own table.  We will take 
request on a first come basis by calling the Center at 730-
4601.  Leave a message if no one is at the Center when 
you call and include your name, telephone number and 
how many tables you are interested in.  We will need 
these requests NO LATER THAN May 13th.  Any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 We are always looking for ideas and they will be 
greatly appreciated.  Please help us in our efforts by 
participating in any or all of the upcoming events. 
 See the Calendar of Events section of our newsletter 
to find dates and times of the aforementioned events. 

  
 
 
 

 

Newsletter Subscription 
 

For those who are interested in a subscription to our 
newsletter, please send your name and address to Lenape 
Indian Tribe of Delaware % Minnie Bowen, 4164 N. 
DuPont Hwy, Suite 6, Dover, DE 19901-1573. The 
suggested donation is $5.00 per year (4 issues). Also 
contact Minnie regarding costs for a business card ad or 
business ad.  Your contributions are needed to expand the 
newsletter circulation. Wani’shi 

We would like to give a special thanks to the 
following that made donations in 2010 for helping to 
insure the publication of our newsletter: 

 
John Gaines   Ed Coker 
Judy Cuyjet   Ruthann Purchase 
Carlton Coker, Jr.  Dickie Durham 
Jesse Rose   Willis & Anita Carney 
Wanda Durham Parton Lesley Combs 
Walter Jacobs   Stephen Cuyjet 
Waukena Kapsch  Julia Davis 
Daniel Durham Jr.  Henrietta Morgan 
Boe Harris   Carla Coker 
Anthony Coker  Kari Coker 
Cara Blume   Claude Cuyjet 
Ruth & Ralph Johnson Gourley Family 
Interfaith Council  Fred & Minnie Bowen 
Braunskill Family  Krystle & Robbie Watts 
Carlos & Connie Morris, Jr. 

Tribal Community Services 
 

Senior Medicare Program (SMP) 
We are here to help you better understand and assist 

you with any problems you may have with Medicare and 
Medicaid. We have resource information for our Elders to 
try and make life a little bit easier. For you caregivers out 
there, please be reminded our services can help with any 
questions you might have concerning Medicare and 
Medicaid. Give us a call, we’ll be happy to help in any 
way we can. 

Adopt-a-Highway 
The Highway Clean-Up is also a proud service we 

perform and it doesn’t cost us a thing, but a little sweat and 
a lot of healthy walking. It gives you the satisfaction of 
helping to give back to Mother Earth.  Our next Adopt-A-
Highway clean-up is scheduled for Saturday, April 30, 
2011, starting at 9:00 a.m.  We meet at the parking lot of 
the Immanuel Union Methodist Church for vests and trash 
bags.  We have a 2-mile designated area on Rt. 42, Seven 
Hickories Road.  

 
 

 

 
“The path is under your 
feet. The gate is where 

you are.” 
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Culture Committee 
Dennis Coker, Chairperson 

On Saturday, January 15, 2011, we had the 
pleasure to present the first lecture in a series meant to 
inform our Tribal citizens about the history of our 
community.  Dr. Cara Blume’s presentation on “How 
Do We Know You Are Indian” was well received and 
very informative.  Having done much research on the 
Census records and tax assessment records dating back 
to 1800, Dr. Blume was able to show the continued 
presence of the Native population in northern Kent 
County.  Basing her research on the recognized 
surnames of our community, patterns of familial 
relationships emerged providing conclusive evidence 
that a thriving, viable and living community existed 
with all of the characteristics of a people who 
recognized themselves as separate and distinct ethnic 
group.  We thank Dr. Blume for bringing clarity to a 
discussion that at times is fraught with misconceptions.  

Our 2nd lecture, with Dr. Blume, is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 23, 2011, 3:00 pm at the Cultural 
Center.  Because of all the questions that were asked to 
Dr. Blume, it was requested that she come back for the 
2nd lecture.  Any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact the Tribal Center at 302-730-4601. 
 

 

Youth Committee 
Yvonne Gourley, Chairperson 

 The Youth Group hosted a Open House/Reunion on 
Saturday, February 12, 2011 at the Immanuel Union 
Methodist Church, Cheswold, DE.  We had a great time 
and will do more of these kinds of things in the future to 
encourage our youth.  We enjoy doing this because it 
allows us to include our families.  After all, we are all 
about family. 
 The Youth Group is currently working on 
presentations for two events:  April 9th at Fort Christina in 
Wilmington, celebrating the friendship between the 
Swedish and Lenape; and on May 1st during the Camden 
Historical Society’s May Day Celebration. 
 April 9th, we have the celebration of the “Friendship 
of the Lenape and the Swedes”.  This dress rehearsal, sort 
of speaking, is in preparation for 2013 celebration.  2013 
marks the 375th year anniversary.  We expect some 
dignitaries from Sweden to come.  Chief Dennis Coker 
said the last time they had this kind of celebration he met 
the Princess of Sweden.  So, we are not exactly sure who 
will come but we are excited to see.  The State of 
Delaware will also have representatives there, which may 
include the Governor.  
 On May 1st we will participate in the “Historical 
Society of Camden” annual celebration. 
 A special trip and fund raiser for the Youth Group 
activities, to the National Museum of the American 
Indian, is being proposed for Saturday, May 7, 2011.  Join 
us for a group trip hosted by the Youth Committee.  The 
Committee will rent a vehicle and make all travel 
arrangements.  Please contact Theo Braunskill at 631-431-
0058 for details if you are interested in taking a trip to DC 
with the Youth Group. 
 June 11th and 12th is the New Jersey PowWow.  These 
are opportunities for our youth to become accustom to the 
atmosphere of cultural celebration.  These are times that 
they will develop their own personalities. 
 We are calling all adults to help us out!  The Youth 
Group is requesting assistance from parents and adult 
volunteers for this year’s summer camp in August, as well 
as other Youth Group activities.  Please contact Yvonne 
Gourley at 302-745-6143 if you can help out. 
 We encourage the parents to join us in completing  
regalia and dance practice.  What a beauty to behold when 
grandparents, mother, father and child dance in 
celebration of their culture.  After all, we are all about 
“Family”. 
 

Citizenship Committee 
Theo Braunskill, Chairperson 

The Citizenship Committee is on a mission to build 
the citizens registry of the Lenape Indian Tribe of 
Delaware.  To be in concordance with our Constitution, 
“citizens and citizenship” have replaced the terms 
“members and membership”. 

“Citizenship” is also used on all applications.  Our 
new application has been revised.  Although at first 
glance our 10-page application may appear daunting, it 
is not.  The new application is just more expansive.  
The new format will make it easier for your other 
family members to complete their applications faster.  
It also provides more information so that your 
descendants can easily connect to you in the future. 

We are asking all current citizens to help us by 
enrolling other family members.  We may already have 
your family history recorded, should you need 
assistance in researching your ancestors.  Just call. 

Citizenship is free but the benefits are incalculable.  
For more details, call The Center, 730-4601, or Theo 
Braunskill, 631-431-0058.  You can also contact 
Stanley Johnson, Lisa Hurd, Doris Cooper or Julia 
Davis. 
 

“We must laugh at man to avoid crying for him.” -     
Napoleon Bonaparte 1769-1821 
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Calendar of Events 
 
April 9, 2011 – Fort Christina in Wilmington; 
11AM, Celebration of the Pact of Friendship 
between the Lenape and the Swedes    
 
April 23, 2011 – 2nd lecture with Dr. Cara Blume, 
3 pm, Center. Topic: Native Spirituality and 
Medicines 
 
April 30, 2011 – Highway Clean-Up, 9 am, 
Immanuel Union Methodist Church parking lot. 
 
May 1, 2011 – Camden Historical Society’s May 
Day Celebration. 
 
May 7, 2011 – a group field trip to the National 
Museum of the American Indian (NMAI) in 
Washington, DC.   
 
May 21, 2011 – 2nd Annual Tribal Yard Sale, 8 am 
till 3 pm.  Parking lot across from the Cheswold 
Volunteer Fire Department. 
 
June 5, 2011 – Basket Bingo, Cheswold Vol. Fire 
Department, doors open 12:30 pm with Bingo 
starting at 2:00 p.m. 
 
August 1-12, 2011 – 3rd Annual Lenape Youth 
Summer Camp.  More details to come.. 
 

By-Law Committee 
Dennis Coker, Chairperson 

 
The Bylaws Committee is seeking citizen participation 
in formulating the democratic processes which will 
guide the direction of our Tribal Government. These 
matters are of great importance in that they demonstrate 
the principles of Tribal sovereignty and self 
determination; preserving the legacy of our Ancestors by 
promoting the interests of our People and affirming our 
Tribal identity for future generations.  Those who are 
interested should contact Dennis Coker at 302-730-
4601. Meeting dates and times are flexible. 

Christmas Ornament Sale 
Carla Coker 

 Thanks to everyone who purchased a personalized 
Christmas ornament.  For our 1st try at this type of 
fundraiser, it was a great success.  We sold more than 
we expected and the proceeds will go toward the Youth 
group summer camp and activities.  If you would like to 
keep your ornament, please call the Center or contact 
one of the Council members and we will see that you 
get it back, or we will keep it at the Center and it will be 
added to our tree this Christmas season along with the 
ornaments that will be available for sale this year.  
Hopefully this will be an annual event.  Looking 
forward to another great year.  Thanks again. 
 

 
Christmas Tree w/ Fruit Baskets 

Photo by Cara Blume 
 

Looking to the Future through Preparedness 
By Sara Miller Fuller 

 
Sometimes, the best we can do is to just make it 

through the day. How much time can we really spend 
contemplating the future?   We can, and often do, wrap 
ourselves up in the many trappings of daily living.   

At some point, we really have to look to the 
future and its many possibilities, good and not so good. 
 Either way, we should be prepared.  I'm hoping by 
writing this article you can begin to contemplate the 
possibilities of the future and take steps toward 
preparedness. 

 
From Wikipedia: Preparedness refers to the state 

of being prepared for specific or unpredictable events or 
situations. Preparedness is an important quality in 
achieving goals and in avoiding and mitigating negative 
outcomes. It is a major phase of emergency management, 
and is particularly valued in areas of competition such 
as sport and military science. 
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Methods of preparation include research, estimation, 
planning, resourcing, education, and rehearsing. 
 

Let’s think about our ancestors for a moment, 
and seek some guidance on how we can in turn, be 
prepared today. Most Native people depended on the 
resources from Mother Earth for their survival. 
Depending on the season, they planned their food 
supplies, their shelter, and whatever it was that they 
needed to survive.  It was embedded in their culture to 
foster a very strong community bond, and they worked 
most times to maintain beneficial partnerships with 
other tribes that supported a balance in society.  They 
weren't perfect, but did pretty well for a very long time. 

Now it's 2011, and we are far from living by all 
the standards that our ancestors lived by.  They didn't 
have electric, cars, cell phones and computers, running 
water, heat or central air. But they did have what the 
Great Spirit provided for them, and they mastered its 
use for their survival with respect and honor. Nothing 
was wasted, or taken for granted. Everything was 
appreciated.  

Can we say the same about our society in 2011? 
There still remain many lessons that we can 

remember and learn from to help each of us, and our 
community, to be prepared.  

Times now are also quite different. For 
example, we’ve had some bad weather over the past 
couple of years that sometimes inhibited our ability to 
just be able to go to the grocery store and buy the basic 
stuff like milk, bread and eggs.  What a panic to 
actually get to the store, and the shelves are empty! I 
know that there are still many people who keep their 
refrigerators and freezers stocked, but I wonder if in 
2011 it has become increasingly more difficult. 

It's sometimes hard for us to 'prepare' when we 
are faced with struggles to survive as the cost of gas and 
unemployment are rising, food prices are going up, or 
when some other hardship comes knocking at our door. 
 As best we can, we can even just take baby steps 
toward preparedness.  

There's an amazing website I found 
at http://www.ready.gov/america/index.html that has a 
ton of valuable information and resources that can be 
used to guide you and your family in emergency 
preparedness. This is very important, and I hope you 
review the available information. 

Our ancestors devised ingenious ways to be 
prepared.  It was second nature to generations after 
generations.  We can do the same in 2011. Let's work 
on it together. 

 

The Lenape Indian Tribe of Delaware will 
be ordering a stock of informational brochures 
produced and provided by Ready.gov (Homeland 
Security, Citizen Corps and DisasterAssistance.gov) 
that you can pick up at the Lenape Center when 
available. Information about Preparedness and 
brochures will also be posted on our website at 
www.LenapeIndianTribeOfDelaware.com.    
 
 

 
Proud to Be Lenape 

Lonnie Coker, son of Chief Alonzo ’Two Feathers’ and Marian 
Coker, sports his new tattoo at our 2009 Fall Gathering 
complete with initials of his brothers and sisters. 

‘A tourist is a fellow who drives thousands of miles so 
he can be photographed standing in front of his car.’ 
 

‘A few videos of your vacation pictures soon put 
your guests in a traveling mood’         Emile Ganst 
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Prayer Request 
Please keep the following people in your prayers, as they need our support more now than ever.  

If it comes from the heart it goes a long way. 
 

Eleanor Carney Paul Greenage Verna Durham Thelma Durham Jude Jackson 
Gladys Morris Monica Mosley Glenn Sammons Jake Sammons, Jr. Lisa Hurd 
Greensbury Ridgeway Libby Hurd Cordelia Rochford Sonny Carney Dot Mosley 
Mary Etta Carter Mary Hughes Dot Morgan Harry Morgan, Jr  Leona Jackson 
Floyd Ridgway Alfred Sammons Loretta Gourley Larry Mosley Peter Prusinowski 
Frankie Jackson Walter Coker, Sr. 
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 CITIZENSHIP MEETINGS 
 

Everyone is encouraged to attend our monthly Citizenship meetings!! If you want to voice your opinion on various 
issues regarding our Community, this is the place to do it. Meetings are held the 3rd Thursday of each month starting at 

7:00 PM at the Tribal Center located at 4164 N. DuPont Hwy, Suite 6, Dover, DE 19901-1573. 
 


